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In response to a report that testicular cancer incidence in non-Hispanic White males in Los Angeles county had fallen in the 1990s, particularly in young men, the authors analyzed data collected by the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) program from 1973 to 1995. While the incidence rate of testicular cancer in US White males ages 15-64 years did stabilize in the first half of the 1990s, after a number of years of a steady increase, there was no indication of an actual decline. Am J Epidemiol 1999;150:45-6.
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From the 1950s through the late 1980s, there occurred a steady increase in the incidence of testicular cancer for White males in the United States (1). However, a recent report indicated that in Los Angeles County testicular cancer declined by 15 percent in the first half of the 1990s (2). The reported decline in rates was most notable for White males between ages 20 and 34 years. A true reduction in the incidence of testicular cancer could serve as a clue to the identification of causes whose own prevalence has decreased. We analyzed data from the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) program of the National Cancer Institute to determine whether the incidence of testicular cancer has declined elsewhere in the United States as well.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The SEER program is a network of the nine cancer registries that serve the populations of the states of Connecticut, Hawaii, Iowa, New Mexico, and Utah, and the metropolitan areas of Atlanta, Detroit, San Francisco-Oakland SMSA, and Seattle-Tacoma (3). In our analysis, we tabulated all cases of testicular cancer, irrespective of histologic type, that occurred among 15-to 64-year-old White residents of these areas. Incidence rates are presented for each 5-year age group between ages 15 and 39 years, and, for the broader groups of men, ages 40-64 and 15-64 years, reported rates are adjusted to the age distribution of the 1970 United States population.
RESULTS
There were 10,948 reported cases of testicular cancer among White males aged 15-64 years between January 1, 1973 and December 31, 1995 among residents of the SEER populations. Table 1 presents the incidence rate, by age and by year, from 1973 to 1995. For all age groups, there was an increase in incidence through the late 1980s. During the first half of the 1990s, however, both the overall and age-specific rates leveled off. The stabilization of incidence during the 1990s was present both for the seminomas and for the other testicular tumors (data not shown). While there was a suggestion of a declining rate of testicular cancer in the most recent time period among 20-24-year-old men (from 10.4 to 8.9 per 100,000 per year), there was no similar decline present in the 15-19-or 25-29-year-old men.
DISCUSSION
Although the incidence rate of testicular cancer has consistently risen since the 1950s in the United States, the rate appeared to have leveled off in the first half of the 1990s. However, in contrast to Los Angeles County, there has been no decrease in incidence, either overall or in any of the individual SEER areas (data not presented). One partial explanation for the stabilization of the rates could be the tendency, over the last few decades, for an increasing percentage of boys with undescended testis to undergo a surgical correction at a young age (4) . Early correction of undescended testis (e.g., in the first 4 years of life) may lead to a reduction in the high risk of testicuiar cancer that would later be present in these individuals (1, 5-7). However, the earlier correction of undescended testis in recent years cannot be completely responsible for the abatement of the increasing incidence of testicuiar cancer over time. First, at most, 10 percent of testicuiar cancer increase can be attributed to undescended testis, and not all of the high risk in these men is eliminated by orchiopexy. Second, the trend toward earlier age at orchiopexy in the United States, while not well documented, probably did not begin long enough ago to have been responsible for any of the stabilization in rates among men 25 years of age and beyond. At this point, causes of both the initial increase, and now the stabilization, of the incidence rates of testicuiar cancer in the United States are unknown.
